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THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
EIGHTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL BANQUET

PROGRAM

RECEPTION ..ot 1:00 PM.

WELCOME ... Alan M. Ehrlich, WA2GDQ

Master of Ceremonies and VWOA President
DeForest Audion Gold Medalist and David Kintzer Memorial Awardee

INVOCATION ..ot Rev. Douglas S. Stivison, NR1A
Chaplain and VWOA Second Vice-President
DeForest Audion Gold Medalist and David Kintzer Memorial Awardee

LUNCHEON

ADDRESS
“How Po[icy Can Preserve Bad Sﬁija Design”

ROBERT R. FRUMP
Author of Two Tankers Down and Until the Sea Shall Free Them

AWARDS PRESENTATION

MARCONI GOLD MEDAL OF ACHIEVEMENT
RAYMOND B. MAURSTAD, W3HUV

VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUES

ROBERT R. FRUMP

SUSAN HENSHAW JONES
Museum oF THE CITY oF NEW YORK

FRANK J. SCIAME
FRANK J. SciAME CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

PETER STANFORD
WORKING HARBOR COMMITTEE
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MESSAGE FROM THE VWOA CHAIRMAN
FRANCIS T. CASSIDY

In my 2011 Yearbook Message from the VWOA Chairman, I reported on several distrubing events taking place
in lower Manhattan — an area steeped in United States Maritime History. Events are now taking place which
seem to indicate a strong effort to stem the tide of degenerative actions that I noted as taking place at that time.

Our VWOA Constitution sets forth the following:

Title and Objects of the Association: The name of this Association shall be THE VETERAN WIRELESS
OPERATORS ASSOCIATION (INCORPORATED), and its objects and purposes shall be:

(a) To foster and extend an esprit de corps among wireless operators;

(b) To afford opportunity for social intercourse, and to promote a fraternal and comradely sentiment
between and among its members;

(c) To recognize meritorious service rendered by wireless operators on land, at sea, and in the air, by
the erection and maintenance of memorials (such as the Wireless Operators Monument in Battery
Park, New York City), and by the bestowal of testimonials, medals, scholarships, or other suitable
awards; and to similarly recognize other individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the
wireless profession;

(d) To acquaint the general public with the work traditions, and ideals of wireless operators and others
engaged in the art of Radio Communication, and to perform and encourage any other purely
fraternal activities adjudged helpful toward the attainment of these ideals.

Since my last yearbook message, there has also been a marked increase in requests for information by foreign
visitors to New York City and by foreign Internet surfers in all the features listed on our web site
(WWW.vwoa.org)

It takes a great deal of time for your VWOA Directors to provide answers, but that is one of our organization’s
objectives as clearly set forth in our Constution.

Our VWOA Email Newspaper which is also available online at http://www.vwoa.org/OnlinePubs.htm has
answered many of these requests during the past 12 months. Some of the requests include information from a
time before our Association was formalized or our archives had been complied or initiated, but in my
estimation they were handled very professionally by our VWOA directors and the results are in the online-
newsletter web address mentioned above.

If you have not already done so, please visit our website and see for yourself the results of their work.
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MESSAGE FROM THE VWOA PRESIDENT
ALAN M. EHRLICH

Greetings to all our members, friends and colleague communicators! Welcome to our 87th Annual
Awards Luncheon. This year’s luncheon once again takes place at the Don Pepe Restaurant in Newark, New
Jersey, which is located just a few blocks from the Newark Path and Amtrak train stations. At last year’s
luncheon, all members and invited guests especially enjoyed the delicious food selections.

Our special Guest Speaker is Robert Frump, a well-known maritime journalist and author of three
books, “Two Tankers Down;” “Until the Sea Shall Free Them” (which is about the ill-fated SS MARINE
ELECTRIC); and “Man Eaters of Eden.” 1 extend my personal appreciation to our own Dr. Miles MacMahon
for contacting Mr. Frump, who generously agreed to be our keynote speaker. We extend a warm VWOA
welcome to Bob and look forward to his remarks!

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the sinking of White Star Line’s RMS TITANIC, (designated
a Royal Mail Ship), which collided with an iceberg on April 14, 1912 at 11:40 PM and sunk just hours later on
April 15, 1912. In commemoration of this historic and tragic event, newspapers and the world-wide broadcast
media have presented many historic articles and documentaries describing TITANIC’s sending of distress
messages, the events leading up to its sinking and the great loss of life, as well as the rescue of survivors.
From this tragedy, though, came the requirement for around-the-clock radio operators aboard ship, passenger
and crew lifeboat drills, and safety programs such as AMVER and the International Ice Patrol. The Titanic
Memorial Lighthouse with its time ball, located near the entrance to the South Street Seaport Museum, has served
as a centerpiece for media gatherings to pay tribute to the memory of the passengers and crew lost on the ship.

I can report progress on VWOA’s Wireless Operators Memorial Monument, which was formerly
situated in New York City’s Battery Park near the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. While it has been temporarily
moved to a storage facility by the Battery Park Conservancy during renovations to the park, the Wireless
Operators Monument will be positioned in a new, more prominent location in Battery Park upon its return in
the near future.

In the past few months, several families have submitted requests for information, via our VWOA web
site, about relatives who were Radio Officers lost at sea in the performance of their duties. Our Webmaster,
Douglas Stivison, has forwarded these requests to our Chairman, Frank Cassidy. Frank, together with our
Monument Chairman Dr. Miles MacMahon and Secretary Wendell Benson, has been able to research and
provide to these families unexpectedly detailed information and histories about the subject individuals. A
number of respondents have replied:

“We never knew the history of what our relative went through and accomplished at sea. Our family
thanks you so much. We are very appreciative of all that you have provided for us. No other group has been
able to supply us with such complete information about our relative.”

Safeguarding such history is just one of the many missions of the VWOA!

73’s to all!
ALAN
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MARCONI MEMORIAL GOLD MEDAL OF ACHIEVEMENT

RAYMOND B. MAURSTAD, W3HUV

MARCONI MEMORIAL
MEDAL OF ACHIEVEMENT
PRESENTED TO

RAYMOND B. MAURSTAD

Is recognized for his lifetime devotion to the art of radiotelegraphy.
WWII Pacific campaign service as ship radio officer
Maintaining communication links during the invasion of South Korea
Participating in rescue efforts in the sinking of the Andrea Doria
And his many years of service in ship and land based radio

PRESENTED BY THE

VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
JUNE 10, 2012
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VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUE
ROBERT R. FRUMP

Robert R. Frump was the maritime writer for

The Philadelphia Inquirer where he was awarded
the Gerald Loeb Award for his coverage of
maritime affairs. With Tim Dwyer, he wrote
stories about the wreck of the SS Marine Electric
and they received the George Polk Award for that
investigative series. He was a member of an
Inquirer task force awarded the Pulitzer Prize.

He has written two maritime books, Until the
Sea Shall Free Them, about the wreck of the
SS Marine Electric, and Two Tankers Down,
about the wreck of the SS Pendleton and

SS Fort Mercer.

Mr. Frump graduated from Northwestern
University and the University of Illinois with
degrees in journalism. He continues to work in
corporate communications in New York City.

Historic Veteran Wireless Operators
Preservations | Association
Award Plaque . Horo

Robert R. Frump

Journalist and Author

Through His In-Depth Reporting of the
1983 Sinking of the SS Marine Electric,
The Coverage of that Tragedy in the Book,
“Until the Sea Shall Free Them,” and the
Dramatic Account of the 1952 Loss of
55 Pendleton and 55 Fort Mercer in
“Two Tankers Down,” He Assured that
The Service and Sacrifice of Those Who
Serve at Sea Will Not Be Forgotten.

Presented June 10, 2012
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VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUES

The Veteran Wireless Operators Association has a long history with the South Street Seaport Museum. Over
the years, more than two dozen VWOA members have devoted hundreds of volunteer hours standing radio
watch aboard the Ambrose Lightship in order to share the history and traditions of the shipboard radio
operator with museum visitors from near and far, young and old, women and men.

Our organization is grateful to the individuals who contributed so much of their time, talent, and treasure to
“Save Our Seaport” and preserve this unique treasure. The Veteran Wireless Operators Association proudly
presents the Veteran Wireless Association Historic Preservations Award Plaques with our heartfelt thanks to:

Susan Henshaw Jones of the Museum of the City of New York
Peter Stanford of the Working Harbor Committee
Frank J. Sciame of Frank J. Sciame Construction Company

Presented June 10, 2012

VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUES
PETER STANFORD

i

Historic : ; :
Preservations Veteran Wireless Operators

Association
e — E Honors

Peter Stanford
Working Harbor Committee

f

For Concelving the Original Idea
of the Founding of a
South Street Seaport Museum
and for Extraordinary Effores to
“Save Our Seaport” Pending a Crisis
Transition to a New Management

Presented June 10, 2012
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VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUE
FRANK J. SCIAME

Veteran Wireless Operators
Association

Honors

Frank J. Sciame
Frank ]. Sciame Construction Co.

For Extraordinary Financial Support to the
South Street Seaport,
Thus Ensuring Its Continued Viability
During a Critical Period of Transition
o New Management by the
Museum of the City of New York

Presented June 10, 2012

VWOA HISTORIC PRESERVATIONS AWARD PLAQUE
SUSAN HENSHAW JONES

Veteran Wireless Operators
Association

Honors

Director Susan Henshaw Jones
Museum of the City of New York

For Accepting the Challenge of Management
and Funding of a Floundering
South Street Seaport
and Restoring it as a Maritime Historical,
Cultural and Educational Attraction
Available to the Public

Presented June 10, 2012
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THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

TREASURER

CHAPLAIN

WENDELL R. BENSON, WW2G
Radio Officer (Ret.)

JOHN CHOOLJIAN, K2KRF
Regional Communication (Ret.)

JOHN DZIEKAN
Radio Officer (Ret.)

MEMBERSHIP
Wendell R. Benson (Chair)

NEWSLETTER
Francis T. Cassidy (Editor)

ceee

(INCORPORATED)

OFFICERS 20122013

----------------------------------------

ALAN M. EHRLICH, WA2GDQ
New York City Transit Authority (Ret.)

RICHARD T. KENNEY
National Director, Navy League of the U.S.

REV. DOUGLAS S. STIVISON, NR1A
First Congregational Church, Haworth, NJ

FRANCIS T. CASSIDY
ITT World Communications (Ret.)

WENDELL R. BENSON, WW2G
Radio Officer (Ret.)

J. MICHAEL SHAW, K2LRE
Port Authority of NY and NJ

REV. DOUGLAS S. STIVISON, NR1A

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2012-2013

F. T. CASSIDY, Chairman
ITT World Communications (Ret.)

ALAN EHRLICH, WA2GDQ
NY City Transit Authority (Ret.)

RICHARD T. KENNEY

National Director, Navy League of the U.S..

DR. MILES D. MacMAHON
Retired Professor and Administrator

COMMITTEES

MONUMENT
Miles D. MacMahon (Chair)

AMBROSE
Wendell R. Benson

RADIO EQUIPMENT DONATIONS
J. Michael Shaw
Richard T. Kenney

ROBERT C. MARZEN, JR., K3PWR

Marzen Hardware

J. MICHAEL SHAW, K2LRE
Port Authority of NY and NJ

REV. DOUGLAS S. STIVISON, NR1A
First Congregational Church, Haworth, NJ

YEARBOOK & WEB SITE
Douglas S. Stivison (Editor)

AWARDS DINNER
J. Michael Shaw

VETERAN WIRELESS ASSOCIATION AMATEUR RADIO STATION W2AQ
VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

PO Box 1003 PEcK SLipP
NEW YORK, NY 10072-1003
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THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
LI1FE M EMBERS

RALPH H. ALBERS RiCcHARD C. JOHNSON J. ROBERT LUNNEY
Radio Officer (Ret.) United States Navy (Ret.) New York Naval Militia (Ret.)
JOHN Z. ALEXANDER JAMES A. JoLLY, PH.D. MiLES D. MACMAHON, PH.D.

Past President Professor Emeritus (Ret.) Professor & Administrator (Ret)
JOSEPH P. ALLEN JosepH H. MARCH
MERCOMMS Radio Officer (Ret.)

RAYMOND B. MAURSTAD
Radio Officer (Ret.)

WILLIAM T. BURKE
United States Air Force (Ret.)

DR. RAYMOND J. MULLIN
ITT Industries, Inc. (Ret.)

FrANCIS T. CASSIDY
Board Chairman

GEORGE R. O’CONNELL
NSS NAVCOMMSTA (Ret.)

GEORGE W. CUSHMAN
Offset Printer (Ret)

THEODORE “TED” K. PHELPS
Radio Officer (Ret.)

ANDREW J. DRAGHI
Radio Officer, Life Crew Member

WALTER H. PRANG
ARA Time School (Ret.)

ALAN EHRLICH
United States Navy (Ret.)

S. PAUL GEORGE RAICHUR
Radio Officer (Ret.)

GEORGE A. FLANAGAN
Airborne Instruments Laboratory
/) i A M s
WAVYNE J. FLICKINGER, PH.D. (| : S, \ . MICHAEL SHAW
Martin Marietta (Ret) b | Past President

n
..\“. S/
A THOMAS ST. JOHN-COLEMAN
Radio Supervisor, Coast Stations

WILLIAM A. GERBER
Radio Officer (Ret.)

|_

/’I

JAMES J. GIERCYK e . ¢ ;_g Ross W. STERLING, SR.
Computers : ; g % Army-Navy Operator

WARREN TUCKMANTEL
US Army Signal Corps (Ret.)

STEVEN GIERCYK
ITT Industries (Ret.)

RaJAH E. GRADY | MILBERT A. WELLS
United States Coast Guard (Ret.) OOTC Executive Secretary
WALTER G. HENDERSON RAYMOND J . KENGOTT, JR. LARRY P. WAGGONER
Western Electric (Ret.) Army Air Corps (Ret.) BC Radio Tech Consultant
Francis H. HORN DELBERT D. LINGENFELTER MORRIS WELTE
Radio Officer (Ret.) Aeronautical Radio Inc. (Ret.) ITT Mackay Marine (Ret.)
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IN MEMORIAM

THE WIRELESS OPERATORS MONUMENT
BATTERY PARK, NEW YORK CITY

Jack Phillips, S.S. Titanic

April 15, 1912 — Atlantic Coast
George C. Eccles, S.S. Ohio

August 26, 1909 — Pacific Coast
Stephen F. Sczepanek,

S.S. Pere Marquette

September 9, 1910 — Lake Michigan
Lawrence Prudhunt, S.S. Rose Crans
January 7, 1913 — Pacific Coast
Donald Campbell Perkins,

S.S. State of California

August 18, 1913 — Pacific Coast
Ferdinand J. Kuehn, S.S. Monroe
January 30, 1914 — Atlantic Coast
Walter E. Reker, S.S. Admiral Sampson
August 25, 1914 — Puget Sound
Clifton J. Fleming, S.S. Francis H. Leggett
September 18, 1914 — Oregon Coast
Harry Fred Otto, S.S. Francis H. Leggett
September 18, 1914 — Oregon Coast
George Arundel Geare, Bark Manga Reva
November 1916 — Atlantic Ocean
Adolph J. Svenson, S.S. Hanalei
November 23, 1914 — Pacific Coast
James J. Curran, S.S. Moreno

June 12, 1917 — Off Azores

Russell A. Williams, S.S. Montano

July 31, 1917 — English Channel
Francis Joseph Doherty,

S.S. City of Athens

May 1, 1918 — Atlantic Coast

Boris Michael Dutko, S.S. Brindilla
December 1, 1919 — At Sea

Lawrence B. Robinson, S.S. Macona
January 17, 1920 — Swedish Coast
Emile H. Hulsemann, S.S. Cubahist
March 7, 1920 — Off Hatteras

John Frantsen, S.S. Grontoft

March 2, 1922 — North Atlantic

Ernest E. Dorsey, S.S. Swift Arrow

July 15, 1923 — Caribbean Sea

Fred Salim, S.S. Conejos

December 27, 1923 — Black Sea

Peter L. Bacuinka, S.S. Haleakala
September 8, 1926 — Atlantic Ocean
Lawrence M. Waring, Jr., S.S. Colopaxi
December 2, 1926 — Off Florida Coast
Charles F. Ruble, S.S. Elkton

February 1927 — Pacific Ocean

J. Maurice Black, S.S. David C. Reid
October 14, 1928 — South Atlantic
Michael Joseph O’Loughlin,

S.S. Vestris

November 12, 1928 — Off Virginia Coast
Willam R. Robertson, S.S. Nevada
September 26, 1932

Russell L. MacDonald, S.S. Mohawk
January 24, 1935 — Jersey Coast

Former Honorary President and radio pioneer,
Dr. Lee DeForest, SK, at the Wireless Operators
Monument

10 The Veteran Wireless Operators Association

Ernest Edwin Dailey, U.S.S. Macon
February 12, 1935 — California Coast

Charles J. Taylor, S.S. Blairgowrie
February 26, 1935 — North Atlantic
Frank M. Caldwell, Jr., S.S. Jowa
January 11, 1936 — Pacific Coast
Papas Theodorou, S.S. Kyellne
April 11, 1938 — Atlantic Coast
John V. O’Reilly, S.S. Fort Mercer
February 18, 1952 — Atlantic Coast
James G. Greer, S.S. Pendleton
February 18, 1952 — Atlantic Coast
Donald MacNeil, S.S. Tresillian
November 30, 1954 — North Atlantic
Swilhelm Siemers, Bark Pamir
September 21, 1957 — North Atlantic
Carl Johan Nielsen Dejligbjerg,

S.S. Hans Hedtoft
January 30, 1959 — North Atlantic
Raymond F. Brazner, S.S. Pine Ridge
December 21, 1960 — Atlantic Ocean
George E. Sloat,

S.S. Marine Sulphur Queen
February 4, 1963 — Florida Straits
John B. Hilliar, S.S. Ambassador
February 18, 1964 — North Atlantic
Joachim Geissler, MV Munchen
June 25, 1964 — North Atlantic
Carlos R. Griffith, S.S. Panoceanic Faith
October 9, 1967 — North Pacific
Albert E. Merrikin,
S.S. Texaco Oklahoma
March 27, 1971 — Atlantic Ocean
Bente Knudson, Norse Variant
March 22, 1973 — Atlantic Coast
Kari Bergelien, Anita
March 22, 1973 — Atlantic Coast
Joseph Vyhnak, S.S. Poet
October 24, 1980 — Atlantic Ocean
David Staier, S.S. Mezada
March 8, 1981 — Atlantic Ocean
Paul Conaty, S.S. Elma Tres
November 26, 1981 — Atlantic Ocean
Albion F. Lane, S.S. Marine Electric
February 12, 1983 — Atlantic Ocean
Danilos Pajaragan, MV Balsa 24
February 25, 1987 — North Atlantic
Maung Maue Htue, Marika
December 31, 1993 — North Atlantic
Hepolito Elanga, S.S. Polydoros
November 22, 1994 — Atlantic Ocean
Serhiy B. Bukov, S.S. Salvador Allende
December 8, 1994 — Atlantic Ocean
Olexander V. Lango,

S.S. Salvador Allende
December 8, 1994 — Atlantic Ocean



We Remember Our Members
Whose Keys Have Fallen Silent...

CHARLES W. AMMEN

CHARLES J. CASEBEER, K6CE
ERrvIN JOHN KipD 111, W7LV
Ot110 “OTTS” CLAUS, JR.,, W3LZZ

GLENN H. LAHMAN, W3GMB
WALTER J. TAYLOR, NAALW
CARL LEROY “SAM” MASON, JrR., WIGHK
Cy BrILL
JAMES M. RUCKER

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1925 GILSON WILLETS 1965-1966 LAWRENCE D. JAMESON
1925 W.S. FITZPATRICK 1967-1968 HartoN C. WILKES
1926 WiLLIAM GILL 1969-1977 JACK POPPELE
1927-1929 J.F.J. MAHER 1978 BENJAMIN H. WOLFE
1930 J. B. DUFFY 1979-1981 GEORGE B. RILEY
1931-1934 FRED MULLER 1982-1983 JAMES C. HEPBURN
1935-1936 G.H. CLARK 1984-1985 PAUL ANSELMO
1937-1960 WiLLIAM J. MCGONIGLE 1986-1987 J. MICHAEL SHAW
1961 ErmMo N. PICKERILL 1988-1991 SAMUEL MARGOLIS
1962 WiLLiaM C. SIMON 1992-1994 DAvID KINTZER
1963-1964 HARVEY R. BUTT, SRr. 1995-1996 JOHN Z. ALEXANDER

HONORARY PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

1929-1937 HERBERT HOOVER, 31ST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
1937-1938 SENATORE GUGLIELMO MARCONI

1939-1961 DRr. LEE DEFOREST

1961-1971 DAvVID SARNOFF, BRIGADIER GENERAL, U.S. ARMY

1972-1998 SENATOR BARRY M. GOLDWATER, MAJOR GENERAL, U.S. AIR FORCE
1999-2006 GERALD R. FORD, 38TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION 11



THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

THOSE WHO ARE LISTED BELOW SENT “73 To THE VWOA”
73 BEING WIRELESS CODE FOR “BEST WISHES”
VWOA SeENDS EAcH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM “73” IN RETURN

John and Jutta Alexander
Mr. and Mrs. O. Aune
Merle and Wendell Benson
Sasha Berger
Susan Berger
Zoe Berger
Francis and Marilyn Cassidy
John and Valentina Chooljian
Ann and Alan Ehrlich
Mildred Ehrlich
Reba and John Hill, W5HX
Rick and Donna Kenney
Jolanda Kintzer

In Memory of David Kintzer
CDR and Mrs. Joseph H. March
Bob Marzen, K3PWR
Mary Ann Marzen
Sonia Margolis

In Memory of Sam Margolis, W2ERU
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Mullin
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Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Mullin, Jr.
Charles Nicolas
Mr. and Mrs. Tom St. John-Coleman
Bimal Sarkar, KK9P
Michael and Lillian Shaw
Heather Stivison
Rev. Douglas S. Stivison, NRT1A
In Memory of Paul Anselmo, AE2S
In Memory of Herman Arond, N2CCF
In Memory of Diana Mackay Eigen
In Memory of Jim Fisk, WIHR
In Memory of Edgar Johnson, W2DGM

In Memory of Steve Mendelsohn, W2ML

In Memory of Henry Paulisen, W2AQ

In Memory of Edward F. Pleuler, Jr., W2EIQ

In Memory of Dwight Temple, W2ATM
David Tessitore, K1DT
Morris and Audrey Welte
William C. Willmot, K4TF



RICK KENNEY

Master of Ceremonies, Singer, Entertainer
In the Classic, Classy New York Style

E-Mail: seaservice2@aol.com Phone: (718) 389-9853
Visit: www.mrmasterceremonies.com Cell:  (347) 675-7035

(718) 727-3899

ORK 10308
AMERICA

Antigua & Barbuda

V2901’

Aartin de Eérda;f'a, AR.OG
erdos de la Conferen:

Helen Mullin -WPC2IIA

575 Jefferson Blvd

Staten Island, New York 10312-2225
USA
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FORT GAY, WEST VIRGINIA USA
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Ray Mullin, Jr. Wayne County - EM88rd
55 Upper Tabors Creek Rd.
Fort Gay, WV 25514-9750
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“S.0.8.”

From a painting by Frederick Roe (1864-1947), English illustrator and historical genre painter. Roe exhibited the
picture at the Royal Academy in 1929 amidst that era’s “radio boom.” Today the picture is part of the permanent
collection of the Grundy Art Gallery in Blackpool, England.
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