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THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
NINETIETH AND FINAL ANNUAL BANQUET

SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015

PROGRAM
RECEPTION ......................................................................................................1:00 P.M.

WELCOME ........................................................................ Alan M. Ehrlich, WA2GDQ
Master of Ceremonies and VWOA President

DeForest Audion Gold Medalist and David Kintzer Memorial Awardee 
INVOCATION .................................................................. Rev. Douglas Stivison, NR1A

Chaplain
DeForest Audion Gold Medalist and David Kintzer Memorial Awardee 

LUNCHEON

AWARD PRESENTATION

Veteran Wireless Operator’s Association
Historic Preservation Award

JONATHAN KUHN

SHEENA BROWN

ADDRESS
The Wireless Monument and Battery Park

JONATHAN KUHN
DIRECTOR OF ARTS & ANTIQUITIES

CITY OF NEW YORK PARKS AND RECREATION

SHEENA BROWN
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF ARTS & ANTIQUITIES

CITY OF NEW YORK PARKS AND RECREATION



2 The Veteran Wireless Operators Association

MESSAGE FROM THE VWOA PRESIDENT

ALAN M. EHRLICH
Greetings, Everyone! By now, you have heard that the Veteran Wireless

Operators Association’s Board of Directors has voted to dissolve the VWOA
following this luncheon.  This action has been necessitated by a loss of
membership primarily due to aging, and no prospects for new members due to
the introduction of new communications technology.

So many members have mentioned to me over the years, how proud and
honored they were to be a VWOA member.  I believe all of us feel the same
way about our organization.  Times change and technology changes along with
them. Advanced satellite, digital, cellular and Internet communications have
rendered Morse Code obsolete; and consequently, so too, the position of Radio
Officer. 

However, I am happy to report that the VWOA is not going away.  The
VWOA web page will continue to be maintained and we will still receive

correspondence and inquiries.  Interested parties can continue to communicate with the VWOA at either the
web site or the same Post Office Box mailing address. The amateur radio club station on board the Lightship
Ambrose at South Street Seaport will remain active during upcoming summer weekends using our VWOA call
letters — W2AQ. 

I am hoping that our yearly luncheons will continue, at least for several additional years, not as award
luncheons but as informal social meetings. 

The Wireless Operators Monument is in the process of being returned and installed in a more prominent
position in New York City’s Battery Park in Lower Manhattan.  It was removed, refurbished, and stored during
the rehabilitation of the park.  The new location will be called “Heroes Walk.”  When the monument is set in
place, the VWOA will add the names of several additional wireless operators who died in the performance of
their duty. We will notify our members when that will be accomplished.

I have some good news to share with everyone!  A technology museum located in Wall, New Jersey called
“Info Age,” has agreed to allow the VWOA to establish an exhibit area featuring material regarding the history
of maritime communications, compiled by VWOA member Dr. Miles D. MacMahon.  The highlight of the
exhibit will be a walk-through series of information panels, describing the start and development of wireless
communications during periods of both war and peace throughout the 20th century, and the impact of the
medium of wireless on saving lives on land, sea, and air.  My thanks to members Miles MacMahon, Mike
Shaw, and Rick Kenney for their assistance and participation in this project.

Still, it is sad that the VWOA as we know it is coming to an end. The success in completing the mission of
this organization as an historical preservation and social fellowship association, founded in 1925, is a tribute to
a unique group of so many men and women who contributed their time and talents over these 90 years to
celebrate the role of wireless communication in our society.  What made the VWOA very special to me was
meeting so many exceptional, dedicated people through both our annual awards luncheons and written
correspondence. I am very proud and honored to be involved in the VWOA, and to have been one of its
Presidents. Best wishes to everyone from my wife Ann and I.  

ALAN M. EHRLICH, President
Veteran Wireless Operators Association
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VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
WWW.VWOA.ORG AMATEUR RADIO STATION W2AQ

PO BOX 1003    PECK SLIP NEW YORK, NY 10072-1003 

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ALAN M. EHRLICH, WA2GDQ
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD T. KENNEY
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . REV. DOUGLAS S. STIVISON, NR1A
SECRETARY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FRANCIS T. CASSIDY
TREASURER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. MICHAEL SHAW, K2LRE
CHAPLAIN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . REV. DOUGLAS S. STIVISON, NR1A

COMMITTEES

MONUMENT
Miles D. MacMahon (Chair)

AWARDS DINNER
J. Michael Shaw

AMBROSE
Alan Ehrlich

RADIO EQUIPMENT DONATIONS
J. Michael Shaw & Richard T. Kenney

YEARBOOK & WEB SITE
Douglas S. Stivison (Editor)

1925 GILSON WILLETS 1965-1966 LAWRENCE D. JAMESON
1925 W.S. FITZPATRICK 1967-1968 HATTON C. WILKES
1926 WILLIAM GILL 1969-1977 JACK POPPELE

1927-1929 J.F.J. MAHER 1978 BENJAMIN H. WOLFE
1930 J. B. DUFFY 1979-1981 GEORGE B. RILEY

1931-1934 FRED MULLER 1982-1983 JAMES C. HEPBURN
1935-1936 G.H. CLARK 1984-1985 PAUL ANSELMO
1937-1960 WILLIAM J. MCGONIGLE 1986-1987 J. MICHAEL SHAW

1961 ELMO N. PICKERILL 1988-1991 SAMUEL MARGOLIS
1962 WILLIAM C. SIMON 1992-1994 DAVID KINTZER

1963-1964 HARVEY R. BUTT, SR. 1995-1996 JOHN Z. ALEXANDER

HONORARY PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION
1929-1937 HERBERT HOOVER, 31ST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
1937-1938 SENATORE GUGLIELMO MARCONI
1939-1961 DR. LEE DEFOREST
1961-1971 DAVID SARNOFF, BRIGADIER GENERAL, U.S. ARMY
1972-1998 SENATOR BARRY M. GOLDWATER, MAJOR GENERAL, U.S. AIR FORCE
1999-2006 GERALD R. FORD, 38TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

PAST PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

The Veteran Wireless Operators Association wishes to thank
those members and friends who have made a special

contribution to the success of the 2015 Awards Luncheon:

YOLANDA KINTZER1 1
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IN MEMORIAM
THE WIRELESS OPERATORS MONUMENT

BATTERY PARK, NEW YORK CITY
Jack Phillips, S.S. Titanic
April 15, 1912 — Atlantic Coast
George C. Eccles, S.S. Ohio
August 26, 1909 — Pacific Coast
Stephen F. Sczepanek,
S.S. Pere Marquette

September 9, 1910 — Lake Michigan
Lawrence Prudhunt, S.S. Rose Crans
January 7, 1913 — Pacific Coast
Donald Campbell Perkins,
S.S. State of California
August 18, 1913 — Pacific Coast
Ferdinand J. Kuehn, S.S. Monroe
January 30, 1914 — Atlantic Coast
Walter E. Reker, S.S. Admiral Sampson
August 25, 1914 — Puget Sound
Clifton J. Fleming, S.S. Francis H. Leggett
September 18, 1914 — Oregon Coast
Harry Fred Otto, S.S. Francis H. Leggett
September 18, 1914 — Oregon Coast
George Arundel Geare, Bark Manga Reva
November 1916  — Atlantic Ocean
Adolph J. Svenson, S.S.  Hanalei
November 23, 1914 — Pacific Coast
James J. Curran, S.S. Moreno
June 12, 1917 — Off Azores
Russell A. Williams, S.S. Montano
July 31, 1917 — English Channel
Francis Joseph Doherty, 
S.S. City of Athens

May 1, 1918 — Atlantic Coast
Boris Michael Dutko, S.S. Brindilla
December 1, 1919 — At Sea
Lawrence B.  Robinson, S.S. Macona
January 17, 1920 — Swedish Coast
Emile H. Hulsemann, S.S. Cubahist
March 7, 1920 — Off Hatteras
John Frantsen, S.S. Grontoft
March 2, 1922 — North Atlantic
Ernest E. Dorsey, S.S. Swift Arrow
July 15, 1923 — Caribbean Sea
Fred Salim, S.S. Conejos
December 27, 1923 — Black Sea
Peter L. Bacuinka, S.S. Haleakala
September 8, 1926  — Atlantic Ocean
Lawrence M. Waring, Jr., S.S. Colopaxi
December 2, 1926 — Off Florida Coast
Charles F. Ruble, S.S. Elkton
February 1927 — Pacific Ocean
J. Maurice Black, S.S. David C.  Reid
October 14, 1928  — South Atlantic
Michael Joseph O’Loughlin,
S.S. Vestris
November 12, 1928 — Off Virginia Coast
Willam R. Robertson, S.S. Nevada
September 26, 1932
Russell L. MacDonald, S.S. Mohawk
January 24, 1935 — Jersey Coast

Ernest Edwin Dailey, U.S.S. Macon
February 12, 1935 — California Coast
Charles J. Taylor, S.S. Blairgowrie
February 26, 1935 — North Atlantic
Frank M. Caldwell, Jr., S.S. Iowa
January 11, 1936 — Pacific Coast
Papas Theodorou, S.S. Kyellne
April 11, 1938  — Atlantic Coast
John V. O’Reilly, S.S. Fort Mercer
February 18, 1952  — Atlantic Coast
James G. Greer, S.S. Pendleton
February 18, 1952  — Atlantic Coast
Donald MacNeil, S.S. Tresillian
November 30, 1954 — North Atlantic
Swilhelm Siemers, Bark Pamir
September 21, 1957 — North Atlantic
Carl Johan Nielsen Dejligbjerg,

S.S. Hans Hedtoft
January 30, 1959  — North Atlantic
Raymond F. Brazner, S.S. Pine Ridge
December 21, 1960  — Atlantic Ocean
George E. Sloat, 

S.S. Marine Sulphur Queen
February 4, 1963  — Florida Straits
John B. Hilliar, S.S. Ambassador
February 18, 1964  — North Atlantic
Joachim Geissler, MV Munchen
June 25, 1964 — North Atlantic
Carlos R. Griffith, S.S. Panoceanic Faith
October 9, 1967 — North Pacific
Albert E. Merrikin,
S.S. Texaco Oklahoma
March 27, 1971  — Atlantic Ocean
Bente Knudson, Norse Variant
March 22, 1973 — Atlantic Coast
Kari Bergelien, Anita
March 22, 1973 — Atlantic Coast
Joseph Vyhnak, S.S. Poet
October 24, 1980  — Atlantic Ocean
David Staier, S.S. Mezada
March 8, 1981  — Atlantic Ocean
Paul Conaty, S.S. Elma Tres
November 26, 1981  — Atlantic Ocean
Albion F. Lane, S.S. Marine Electric
February 12, 1983  — Atlantic Ocean
Danilos Pajaragan, MV Balsa 24
February 25, 1987 — North Atlantic
Maung Maue Htue, Marika
December 31, 1993  — North Atlantic
Hepolito Elanga, S.S. Polydoros
November 22, 1994  — Atlantic Ocean
Serhiy B. Bukov, S.S. Salvador Allende
December 8, 1994  — Atlantic Ocean
Olexander V. Lango,
S.S. Salvador Allende
December 8, 1994  — Atlantic Ocean

Former Honorary President and radio pioneer,
Dr. Lee DeForest, SK, at the Wireless Operators
Monument
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VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD

Veteran Wireless Operators
Association

Honors

Sheena Brown
Arts & Antiquities

New York City Department
of Parks and Recreation

For her work with the Association in
assuring that the  Veteran Wireless

Operators Memorial in Battery Park
continues to remind the public 

of the service and sacrifice 
of radio officers who lost their lives

while saving others.
June 14, 2015

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

AWARD

Veteran Wireless Operators
Association

Honors

Jonathan Kuhn
Director of Arts & Antiquities
New York City Department

of Parks and Recreation

For his dedication to preserving our
cultural heritage and especially for his

service in assuring that the
Veteran Wireless Operators Memorial

continues to remind the public 
of the service and sacrifice 

of radio officers who lost their lives
while saving others.

June 14, 2015

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

AWARD
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VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION
LIFE MEMBERS

RALPH H. ALBERS
Radio Officer (Ret.)

JOHN Z. ALEXANDER
Past President

JOSEPH P. ALLEN
MERCOMMS

WILLIAM T. BURKE
United States Air Force (Ret.)

FRANCIS T. CASSIDY
Board Chairman

GEORGE W. CUSHMAN
Offset Printer (Ret)

ANDREW J. DRAGHI
Radio Officer, Life Crew Member

ALAN EHRLICH
United States Navy (Ret.)

GEORGE A. FLANAGAN
Airborne Instruments Laboratory

WAYNE J. FLICKINGER, PH.D.
Martin Marietta (Ret)

WILLIAM A. GERBER
Radio Officer (Ret.)

JAMES J. GIERCYK
Computers

STEVEN GIERCYK
ITT Industries (Ret.)

RAJAH E. GRADY
United States Coast Guard (Ret.)

GARY DAVID GRAY
Chief Telecom Engineer

Orange County, California (Ret.)

WALTER G. HENDERSON
Western Electric (Ret.)

FRANCIS H. HORN
Radio Officer (Ret.)

RICHARD C. JOHNSON
United States Navy (Ret.)

JAMES A. JOLLY, PH.D.
Professor Emeritus (Ret.)

RAYMOND J. KENGOTT, JR.
Army Air Corps (Ret.)

DELBERT D. LINGENFELTER
Aeronautical Radio Inc. (Ret.)

J. ROBERT LUNNEY
New York Naval Militia (Ret.)

MILES D. MACMAHON, PH.D.
Professor & Administrator (Ret)

JOSEPH H. MARCH
Radio Officer (Ret.)

DR. RAYMOND J. MULLIN
ITT Industries, Inc. (Ret.)

GEORGE R. O’CONNELL
NSS NAVCOMMSTA (Ret.)

THEODORE “TED” K. PHELPS
Radio Officer (Ret.)

WALTER H. PRANG
ARA Time School (Ret.)

S. PAUL GEORGE RAICHUR
Radio Officer (Ret.)

JOHN W. REISER
Sr. Engineer, FCC, Washington

(Ret.)

J. MICHAEL SHAW
Past President

THOMAS ST. JOHN-COLEMAN
Radio Supervisor, Coast Stations

ROSS W. STERLING, SR.
Army-Navy Operator

LARRY P. WAGGONER
BC Radio Tech Consultant

MILBERT A. WELLS
OTC Executive Secretary

We remember all of our members whose keys have
fallen silent over the past 90 years.
We remember friendships formed

over the air and face to face.
We remember good conversation, 

good times, and good friends.  
The keys are silent buyt the memories remain.



THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION 7

Over the years, many members of the Veteran Wireless Operators
Association have stood watch aboard the Ambrose.  On summer weekends,
they have honored the best traditions of our organization as they
demonstrated the daily tasks of the shipboard operator from the era when
CW was king. They have wound the clock and set it against the fading
signals of CHU and WWV.  They have shown their skill at the mill, copying
press, weather bulletins, and notices to mariners.  Most of all, they have
answered countless questions from curious visitors from around the world.

We salute all the dedicated members of our organization who, over the
years, have given so generously of their time, their skills, and their
enthusiasm. 

Saluting those who have stood the watch over all the years...

LIGHTSHIP NO. 87 AMBROSE
South Street Seaport Museum
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THOSE WHO ARE LISTED BELOW SENT “73 TO THE VWOA”
73 BEING WIRELESS CODE FOR “BEST WISHES”

VWOA SENDS EACH AND EVERY ONE OF THEM “73” IN RETURN

In Memory of Paul Anselmo, AE2S
In Memory of Herman Arond, N2CCF
Mr. and Mrs. Olav. Aune
In Memory of Wendell Benson, WW2G
Francis T. Cassidy
Marilyn E. Cassidy
Alan and Ann Ehrlich
In Memory of Diana Mackay Eigen
In Memory of James R. Fisk, W1HR
Reba and John Hill, W5HX
Ethel Johnson
In Memory of Edgar Johnson, W2DGM
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Kenney
Jolanda Kintzer
In Memory of David Kintzer

Dr. Miles D. MacMahon
Cmdr. and Mrs. Joseph H. March
Bob Marzen, K3PWR
Mary Ann Marzen
Sonia Margolis
In Memory of Sam Margolis, W2ERU
In Memory of Ray N. Minchiello, P.E.
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Mullin
In Memory of Edward F. Pleuler, Jr., W2EIQ
Tom and Margaret St. John-Coleman
Michael and Lillian Shaw
Heather Stivison
Rev. Douglas S. Stivison, NR1A
David Tessitore, K1DT

THE VETERAN WIRELESS OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

73





“S.O.S.”
From a painting by Frederick Roe (1864-1947), English illustrator and historical genre painter.  Roe exhibited the
picture at the Royal Academy in 1929 amidst that era’s “radio boom.”  Today the picture is part of the permanent
collection of the Grundy Art Gallery in Blackpool, England.


