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VWOA NEWSLETTER 
Email Issue #53                                               Francis T. Cassidy Editor 2009 

 

 
VWOA Officers and Board Members have 
spent a great deal of time in trying to 
document the past history of VWOA 
through digitizing the existing past 
records of VWOA and made an especially 
great effort to preserve the Awards Year 
Book published each year by VWOA which 
are in hard copy in our files. 
 
If you have visited the VWOA Web Site you 
will see a continuing effort to record the 
listing of prior awards in a decade by 
decade presentation.  In our continuing 
efforts we just finished the Year Book for 
1960 and I was impressed by the Awards 
made in that year.   
 
It was a year in which The Marconi 
Memorial Service Award Plaque was 
awarded to THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA, Commemorating their Golden 
Jubilee 1910-1960.   

 
Our VWOA Honorary President, Dr. Lee 
De Forest who with the Officers and 
Board of Directors, established the 
Scholarship at Capital Radio Engineering 
Institute was presented to the BOY 
SCOUTS OF AMERICA. 
 
Since next year will mark 100 years of the 
establishment of the BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA, I thought the history presented 
in the VWOA Year Book of 1960 would be 
especially interesting to many of our 
members.   
 
A reduced copy, although still large in 
digital bits, of the Year Book is attached 
to this Email News Letter.      
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****************************** 

WENDELL’S NEWS CORNER 

----- Original Message -----  
From: Angel Rhett  
To: ftcassidy@optonline.net  
Sent: Sunday, October 04, 2009 1:06 PM 
Subject: Raymond F. Brazner 
 
I am trying to find any information about 
Raymond Brazner that your organization may 
have available. 
  
Raymond is my grandfather.  His ship went 
down in 1960 when my mother was a young 
girl.  I came across your page in a search that 
I was doing and was able to give her the 
exciting news that there is a memorial and that 
you had listed his name on your page.  It 
brought her to tears, but she was happy to 
know he wasn't forgotten. 
  
I am trying to gather anything that I can find 
out about him, whether it is general 
information or possibly hearing from someone 
who knew him, since my mother never had the 
opportunity to know her father well.   
  
Any assistance you may be able to give me 
would be more appreciated than you can 
imagine. 
 Sincerely, 
 

Angel Rhett 

 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Francis T Cassidy  
To: Angel Rhett  
Sent: Sunday, October 04, 2009 4:31 PM 
Subject: Re: Raymond F. Brazner 
Angel Rhett: 
  
I am glad you found the name of your 
Grandfather on our VWOA Memorial in Battery 
Park, New York as listed in our VWOA Web 
Site.  Battery Park is in a period of refurbishing 
by New York City and the New York 
Conservatory asked to place the Monument in 
storage until they finish their reconstruction of 
the Park.  You will find information and 
pictures of its prior installation on our Web 
Site.   Further information on the VWOA 
Monument can be found in the 2009 VWOA 
Newsletter #50 located on www.vwoa.org . 
  
  Attached is a PDF file of the U. S. Coast 
Guard Board of Investigation, which was used 
by the VWOA Committee in certifying the 
circumstances associated with your 
Grandfather and resulting in his name being 
placed on a Bronze Plaque attached to the 
Monument.  
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/docs/boards/piner
idge.pdf  
  
This is all the information we have in our files. 
  
Francis T. Cassidy 
VWOA Chairman 
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- ----- Original Message -----  
From: Angel Rhett  
To: Francis T Cassidy  
Sent: Sunday, October 04, 2009 5:11 PM 
Subject: Re: Raymond F. Brazner 
 
Mr. Cassidy,  
Thank you so much for the information!  I 
appreciate such a quick response.  A very 
pleasant surprise on a Sunday afternoon. 
  
I am sending this along to my mother as well 
so that she can read over the information.  I 
hope at some point she will get an opportunity 
to go see the memorial, as she lives much 
closer and should be able to find out when the 
refurbishment is complete. 
  
The recognition that VWOA gave to my 
Grandfather means a lot to me.  I, of course, 
never had the good fortune to meet him, but 
in this way I know that his name will never be 
forgotten. 
  
Thank you again, and have a wonderful day. 
  
Angel Rhett 
******************************** 
To: Angel Rhett 
From: Miles D. MacMahon 
 Subject:  Re: Raymond F. Brazner 
 
A few years ago, before the Wireless Operators 
Monument was dismantled, I took 
photographs, including all the plaques.   

The upper right brass plaque on the back of 
the monument was the commemoration of 
your grandfather.   
 
When you were looking at the plaques your 
view past the monument took in the sweep of 
the upper bay, to the Statue of Liberty, Ellis 
Island, and the Verrazano Narrows Bridge 
which his ship passed under on its way to sea 
on the day before his ship met disaster. 
  
With best personal wishes, Miles D. MacMahon 
 
Editors Note:  All his pictures were attached to 
Miles Email to Angel Rhett 
************************** 
We last reported having received this following 
letter in VWOA Email Newsletter #52, but did 
not expect such a quick update from VWOA 
Member Frank Kelley. 
 
----- Original Message -----  
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 4:45 PM 
Subject: Arctic voyage to Murmansk 
 
> http://www.maritime-
memories.co.uk/pages/voyage10.html. 
 > I received a letter today from VWOA 
member Frank Kelley 
> who informed me he will be on this trip 
departing UK this Sunday 19th. 
> They expect to have 3 TV crews filming their 
departure from Harwich 
 
> Wendell 
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******************************* 
Received the following message from VWOA 
Member Frank Kelley of CHELMSFORD, 
ENGLAND. 
 It is a very interesting URL. 
 Francis T. Cassidy 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Frank Kelley  
To: Francis T Cassidy  
Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 4:44 AM 
Subject: Voyage to Murmansk: a convoy of 
memories 
 
Here is an account of my last cruise in 
"Discovery" with information how it came 
about. It really was a memorable trip and the 
ceremonies went very well. After the event at 
the War Memorail, we were taken aboard the 
decommissioned nuclear-powered ice-breaker 
"Lenin" for a reception.  It was a wonderful and 
memorable day. Best wishes to all = Frank 
Kelley + 
  
http://forargyll.com/2009/10/voyage-to-
murmansk-a-convoy-of-memories/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We would prefer to hear from you by Email at: 
 

  ftcassidy@optonline.net  
or  

wenben@nyc.rr.com   
 

but if you must, send mail to: 
 

VWOA 
PO Box 1003  Peck Slip 

New York NY  10272-1003 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




